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results.

We already have the sheet from Mr. Coy that he circulates about
studies showing only chloracne as a health problem related to dioxin
exposure.

We

that Senator Cranston, in a January 24, 1980

debate was able to successfully argue that we must protect the integrity of the service-connected disabled program by delaying any action
on disability claims until the scientific studies are done.
However, the former chairman of the Inter-Agency Work Group
to Study the Possible Long-Term Health Effects of Phenoxy Herbicides
and Contaminates and the National Veterans' Law Center, both believed
that we do not have to procrastinate until these scientific studies
are done.

We can have policy changes today or this year, not six

years from now.
Now, to end my testimony I'd like to briefly touch on what
the V.A. could do in terms of changing this policy, since these are
specific questions that you asked for these hearings.

The V.A. hospi-

tals have primary responsibility for the so-called Agent Orange problem
by responding to Vietnam veterans with screening examinations.
call it Agent Orange screening examinations.

They

On July 16, 1981, Dr.

Shepard of the V.A. informed interested Congressional representatives
in Washington, D.C. that these screening examinations, which now have
included more than 55,000 Vietnam veterans, found not one case of
chloracne.

It was only by open letter to the press on March 16, 1981,

following the James Hopkins protest at Wadsworth V.A. Hospital in
Los Angeles, that I was able to secure

from the V.A. in Washington

a response to my question about the failure of the V.A. to provide
a medical protocol for the disgnosis of chloracne.

It seems as

though they have not instructed their examining physicians how to
find chloracne.

Specifically he answered me on April 27th, by saying
- 10 -
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I say, whenever

I have a chance, that veterans need the benefit of the doubt.
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gave our government the benefit of the doubt when we went into Vietnam;
the benefit of the doubt.

especially after 1968, and now we
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
MR. BITZER:

Thank you.

Okay, thank you.

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

Mr. Tom Niehoff.

National Service Officer,

DAV.
MR. THOMAS NIEHOFF:

Mr. Chairman, Members of the Committee,

my name is Thomas Niehoff, National Service Officer of the Disabled
American Veterans, stationed at the Los Angeles Regional Office.

I'd

like to thank you for inviting the Disabled American Veterans to this
hearing for our comments concerning the effects of Agent Orange and
other toxic herbicides used

Republic of Vietnam in 1962 to 1975.
- 16 -

As Coordinator of Agent Orange claims for the Southern
California area

the DAV, I am

formed of all claims presented

before the Veterans Administration by our staff.
claims range
Most claims

These disability

alleged birth defects to various skin eruptions.
the Los Angeles area involve disorders of the skin,

kidneys, liver, various forms of cancer, and birth defects of offspring.

Unfortunately, at

s time the only disability recognized

by the medical community at

is chloracne, a severe skin rash

which resembles acne and is usually found on the face, chest, back,
arms, or legs.

The DAV is very concerned that the Veterans Adminis-

tration has granted service-connection to only a handful of cases,
nationwide, involving herbicide exposure.

These service-connections

have been limited to chloracne and have only been granted when medical
records show the chloracne appeared while the veteran was still in
the military service.
period for establish

The V.A. currently has no presumptive time
service-connection for chloracne.

A presump-

tive period would allow the V.A. to grant service-connection to a
veteran who develops this conditions after active military service
and has not been exposed to herbicides since discharge.
We're concerned that the Veterans Administration and other
government research agenc

s

in their research on the heal

11 cannot point to any positive resul
effects on veterans following expo-

sure to toxic defoliants which were sprayed over one million acres of
Southeast Asia during the

etnam War.

The Veterans Administration

has just now ordered a hundred and fourteen thousand, two hundred
eighty-eight dollar contract to the University of California at Los
Angeles to design a study which will attempt to determine if there
are any medical effects from exposure to Agent Orange and other toxic
- 17 -

defoliants.

The V.A. has consistently maintained an epidemiological

study such as the one to be designed at UCLA is essential to determine the health

exposure to Agent Orange and other dioxin-

carrying defoliants.

It took more than one year to award this con-

tract, and we are speaking only of a contract to design a study,
which may take up to one year to complete.

Once completed, its proposed

design will have to undergo an extensive review to determine its feasibility.

The V.A. will then award a contract for the research itself.

It will take even more time to conduct the research.

We estimate that

i t would be at least 3 1/2 to 4 years before we see any definitive
results from the study.

We are extremely concerned about this time

lag, especially with the already voluminous amount of research material
already in existence concerning herbicides -- excuse me -- concerning
herbicide exposure.

However, the V.A. has taken an unyielding posi-

tion concerning this matter while awaiting the results of the epidemiological study being designed at UCLA.

As late as three months ago,

the V.A. issued a news release stating, "To date no definite medical
link has been established that would substantiate these claims."
We feel the Veterans Administration in Southern California
has failed to adequately respond to requests for screening and possible
herbicide related disorders.

I have received numerous reports and

complaints from veterans stating that the only tests done on them
were urinalysis and a blood test.

This is contrary to procedures

set by the Veterans Administration.

The veteran is supposed to

receive a complete physical examination to consist of:
(a)

Complete blood count, including differential

(b)

A chest X-ray if no chest X-ray within six months has
been done at a V.A. facility.
- 18 -

(c)

Liver function profile.

(d)

Renal function profile.

(e)

Sperm count.

(f)

Referral to a dermatologist.

A medical chart is then supposed to be established and
stamped "Possible Herbicides", which is not being done in most cases.
We strongly feel that if the Veterans Administration truly wishes to

•

determine whether a veteran needs treatment for possible exposure,
they should not provide minimal service to these individuals who
are very concerned about their health and the possible effects to
their offspring following their exposure.

The V.A. should in all

cases where it can be shown the veteran was indeed in Vietnam, provide
a complete medical workup as provided for in the current procedures
established by the Department of Medicine and Surgery.

By providing

this exam in its fullest, the V.A. would be adding additional data
to the already existing research programs.

This would be invaluable

in assisting these programs to be able to put forth definite, conclusive results.
The Disabled American Veteran is of the opinion that the
State of California should:
(1)

Call upon the President and the Joint Congress to direct

the Veterans Administration and other federal research projects involved in herbicide exposure, to cease with delaying
tactics and provide the veterans with some concrete medical
data related to herbicides.
(2)

The State of California should maintain its current

Department of Veterans Affairs staff in order to assist
veterans in developing, processing and presenting their
- 19 -

claims before the Veterans Administration, and
(3)

The State of California should obtain and disseminate

to their Department of Veterans Affairs staff and county
veterans services officers information regarding the development and presentation of claims related to possible herbicide
exposure.
I'll now answer any questions the committee may have.
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

Ms. Wright?

and claims have you been through?
MR. NIEHOFF:

How many of these applications

You've kept a log of them, certainly.

Yes sir.

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

How many Vietnam veterans have you followed

through on?
MR. NIEHOFF:

Vietnam veterans only, or people who served

in Korea, too?
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

Are you telling me now that I was sprayed,

too?
MR. NIEHOFF:

Not during the Korean War, Sir.

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
MR. NIEHOFF:

Okay, good.

We have received in the last year and logged

in over 1100 claims for various disorders in the Los Angeles area
alone -- or Southern California.
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

This includes San Diego.

That is approximately how many physicals

(Inaudible)
MR. NIEHOFF:

Very few.

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

Do you think our outreach bill will be

effective to do this?
MR. NIEHOFF:

I think if you obtained information such as

what is chloracne, as Mr. Bitzer brought up.
- 20 -

I had jungle rot.

I

know what it was.

It was jungle rot.

I'm not confused as to whether

was chloracne or otherwise, but a lot of veterans -- they don't
're not in the medical field.
hey, they've got a rash!

All they're concerned about

They've got some kind of a skin disorder,

and all they hear about dioxin or other herbicides is that it causes
a skin disorder.

They go to the V.A., and they're expecting some type

of a treatment.

In many cases they do receive something, and other

times they don't.

One of the problems ...

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
MR. NIEHOFF:

More often than not they don't.

More often than not they don't.

When I referred to the handful of cases as when I left the
office Wednesday, only 23 cases had been granted for chloracne.

One

of the problems there is, is that you had in Vietnam 17, 18, 19-yearold young men.

Who, as everybody knows, young men do have acne.

They

didn't bother going to the corpsman or the medical doctor for treatment; and if they did, you know, they would diagnose it as acne vuls, which is a very common acne for teenagers.

Doctors over in

Vietnam didn't even -- they didn't know what chloracne was.

And then

when the veteran got out of the service, he may still have had the
acne.

He's s

11 fairly young -- let's say he did just his two-year

He s

has the acne proble, and he does not go, and if he

does go to

V.A. back then, they continued the same diagnosis, gave

him his medication, and that's it.
MR. LEAVECK:

We heard from the Department of Veterans Affairs

yesterday that they have approximately 15 claims representatives through
the State of California to handle all the veterans claims that they
represent and process for veterans or the Veterans Administration.
you believe that is adequate?
- 21 -
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That's happening to a lot of

a question?

Sure?

much.
Texas

to call Representative Larry

1

's the author of the Texas Agent
me say, thanks for coming out.
LARRY SHAW:

~~~~~------~----------

It's a pleasure

can hopefully help the Cali

a

within their means to act on
severe and very grave and very

s
s
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f

are convinced they are suffering the
Orange, we have heard one comment
veterans.

We've heard it
we've

it from practicing physic
ficials and from private
Orange situation.

That comment is that

information about individual cases, there is a
data that would demonstrate conclusively
s

or the other in the controversy is correct.
data,

one

In the absence of

Veterans Administration policy has essentially been
problem.

They deny health care and genetic screening

veterans who:

number one, are absolutely convinced

are from Agent Orange; number two, who may only

r

sus~

is a cause; or three, who only wish to be
chromosome damage before they elect to
V.A. essentially is telling our Vietnam veterans,
prove a thing, so we don't have to do a thing!"

In a

zed staff report of a Congressional Oversight
Subcommittee, the V.A. is accused of denying
, "while declining to specify what level of
11 be required to establish the connection between
exposure and ill health effects."
a

Our legislation in

way towards generating the kind of data that

a significant level of certainty, at least so

as

are concerned.
I ve been asked to come to California to describe to you
first conclusive Agent Orange bill passed the
slature

how we envision the program that it mandates.
-
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memory, if you're not familiar with the Agent
to describe to you, in Texas it passed both
thout one dissenting vote.

Texas is

as .•. recognized very easily as a very conrefer to our Republican governor as making
a flaming liberal.

And I say that with humor

antagonism, but to make a point -- we do have a
, with a very conservative Republican governor

how I was first introduced to the issue and
ed me that the State should intercede on
I will then describe the provisions of Texas
pragmatic initiatives taken since the bill's
for the program when it is fully

of this year, I met Dan and Donna Jordan, coof Vietnam Veterans in Texas.

Dan was

illness from the war and since his return
two children with severe birth defects.
of young veterans who had died to cancer
had children born with deformities.

The

files on fifteen hundred veterans who had exconcern that Agent Orange may have caused
b

defects of their children.

Veterans'

ld us that more veterans had died since the
Veterans were said to be dying at a rate of a
sabled American Veterans reported that Vietsuicide at a rate 33% higher -- 33%
-
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es have appeared in Journals of the American
Pathology, Toxicology, Environmental Health
of these findings.
, a little angry when I -- you've got me
about the issue.
me find my place here.
studies, however, are inconclusive or contradic-

•

issue.
ed

The Air Force Ranch Hand Study has been critiResearch Council, and the Center for Disease

Control s

Atlanta is addressing birth defects exclusively.
a very close friend who flew in the top five number

s

f

etnam and said to me one day when we were talking
Study, he said that he got exposed more to Agent
the spray than the people in the enclosed cockink we're beginning to see conclusive evidence
government is trying to do.
example.

Athough

The Ranch Hand Study,

it's a valuable study, it's one

the future, and you mark my words we'll see it
they have done this long-term exclusive study and
effects of Agent Orange, when they should be
, the grunts, that were down in the jungle that
all over them, or were walking through the wet jungle.
issue.

Although the Ranch Hand Study is an

and I'm pleased they're doing it, it's not going to
answers.
to

It's going to provide the answers that they're

to disappoint those who want to see something done.
terans Administrations position was and remains today

a

al l

between Agent Orange and any ill effects must be
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(1)

icians and hospitals who treat veterans who susmay have been exposed to Agent Orange or other
1 ants in Indo-China must submit a report to the depart-

Texas Department of Health noting the veteran's
, diagnosis, and method of treatment.

I might add

s must be done on the veterans' request;
(2)

•

Department of Health in consultation with a boardmedical toxicologist must conduct epidemiological

s

on veterans who have cancer or other medical problems

or who have had children born with deformities and believe
se conditions may arise from exposure to chemical
herbicides while in Vietnam.

The department must compile

these reports and studies from all over the
and combine these results with relevant research
in order to submit an annual, comprehensive report
lature, and to veterans' groups in Texas;
(3

The Attorney General of Texas is authorized to file a

lass

suit on behalf of Texas veterans to secure
e of information relating to exposure and for the
of individual medical records, which has been a

lem
(4

our state;

The Department of Health and the University of Texas
Centers and other medical centers in Texas
a cooperative program to:

(A) Refer veterans

to

state and federal agencies for the purpose

of

claims to remedy medical and financial problems
the veterans exposure to chemical defoliants,

and (B) provide veterans with fat tissue biopsies, genetic
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cone
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Tests for neuroas fetal testing

of all of the s
of the status of

the federal services to determine if additional state or federal
monies will be sought in order to expand studies and/or service.
i

ans and hospitals will begin to make Agent Orange

reports to the Department of Health and the existing records of the
department's tumor registry, vital statistics, and crippled children's
programs will also be available for analysis.

The Texas Veterans

Affairs Commission's 260 local service officers will continue to include Agent Orange related questions on application forms to assist
veterans to file claims with the V.A., and to coordinate this information with the Department of Health.

State Department of Mental Health

and Mental Retardation outpatient clinics will be alerted in order to
make appropriate referrals.
We are witnessing in Texas a rising level of awareness
among veterans and professionals in the medical field and state
agencies that many are predicting will lead to a burst of claims
and referra

to services that are already available and already

funded in the Texas system.

Health Department Maternal, Child, and

Child Health and Crippled Children Services and University of Texas
Genetic Counseling Programs, have often gone unnoticed in Texas,
although they have been availabe free or on a sliding fee scale
according to
actually

individual's income.

A new network in Texas is

forged to assist our Vietnam veterans.
We believe that our work must withstand the most crucial

and critical scrutiny.

In order to assure that our studies are

carried out independently, and effectively, and to provide veterans
with a substantial role in the planning and evaluation of the program,
I have proposed the following:
(1)

The creation of an advisory council to assist the
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real.
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11 now y

side and confront the
ld for any questions, Mr.

Chairman

Do you

any questions, Ms. Wright?

ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:

I'd like to pursue this.

You said

that there are 150,000 Vietnam veterans in Texas.
REPRESENTATIVE SHAW:
Era veterans.

We have approximately 500,000 Vietnam

We estimate that about 150,000 of those 500,000 were

actually exposed in Vietnam.

That's based on statistics that about a

third of the Vietnam Era veterans were in Vietnam.
ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:

Okay.

You probably said it, I'm

trying to look through the notes here to try and find it.

Did you

say exactly how you control this so you were just handling Texas
veterans?

Just handling the Texas veterans.

What I'm saying, you

know, if you have such a terrific program, maybe Arizona, Wyoming,
will send their veterans •••
REPRESENTATIVE SHAW:

We saw that problem and as much as I

wish that we could open the doors of our program to anyone it is .••
ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:

Well, I think each state should take

their responsibility ..•
REPRESENTATIVE SHAW:

It is only available to the Texas

ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:

What was the time -- I know you

veterans.

said there was some time frame they had to have lived in the State
of Texas?
REPRESENTATIVE SHAW:
this issue

It's my understanding ••. We discussed

tee several times, and there were a number of

ideas that came up.

I believe the final conclusion was those veterans

who were living in Texas at the time the bill was passed.
ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:
REPRESENATIVE SHAW:

The bill was passed.
Right.

ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:
-

Okay.
35 -

REPRESENTATIVE SHAW:

Which would understandably include

a number of -- probably a fairly large number of veterans who were
not drafted while they were living in Texas.
ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:
REPRESENTATIVE SHAW:
state now

They had to establish residency.
But if they are residents of the

effective date of the bill, they would be included in

the program.
ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:
investment in the program.

You said you started with $500,000

Do you have, and I'm not asking you to

pinpoint dollars and cents right to the point, but do you have any
ideas in the back of your mind how you think this program will progress as far as dollars and cents?
REPRESENTATIVE SHAW:

Well •••

ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:

You said $500,000 was not sufficient

to start out with but it was a start.
REPRESENTATIVE SHAW:

It was -- we had originally been work-

ing -- we had considerable opposition to the bill by numerous lobbyists, as you might well understand.
hours.

We were delayed until the last

In Texas we meet every two years for 120 days, under the

Constitution, so we were under a very hectic time schedule and with
the reapportionment process going on in Texas -- you can imagine the
workload of a state which now has a $2.65 billion budget, trying to
plan its budget two years in advance with inflation and redistricting
and all the politics that go on with that -- so in the latter days
of the session, we had problems in the Senate with some of the lobbying.

It delayed the bill, and we felt like we really received a

miracle when we were able to appropriate the money that was funded
to it.
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on an

individual in a war.

Perhaps those stresses were caused by the chem-

ical dioxin or other chemicals that were used.
What is the long-range effect, not only on the veterans but
on our society, our crime rate, and everything else?

All these fac-

tors come together and I think it's very economically conservative to
be taking acloselook at this drug-- this chemical.

If the fears

that we have turn out to be true, it's going to take all our efforts
to try to find some answer to stopping it, or diluting it, which I
doubt there will be.
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
MR. LEAVECK:

Thank you.

I know we talked about this last night, but

just for the record for the people here, you mentioned a reluctance
to work in cooperation with the Veterans Administration and that
seemed to point out that you had the same kind of alienation and
reluctance among the Vietnam veterans in Texas as we expressed out
here.

Can you comment on that?
REPRESENTATIVE SHAW:

Well, Mr. Hopkins was in Texas on

May the 8th, when we had a Vietnam Veterans Day there in Texas.
passed the Agent Orange bill a day or so after his death.

We

There is

a natural tendency to me as an economic conservative in my personal
philosophy to try to use whatever benefits that we'can from the V.A.
to help the veterans.

Okay.

I can accept that.

Then on the other

hand, I see the veterans that I've worked with over the past six or
seven months hear me say that and almost come out of their skin
because of the animosity.

We have a severe problem here that even

if the V.A. accepts some responsibility as to whether or not the
veterans will feel secure in going to the V.A. hospital.
bility gap is just unbelievable.

-

The credi-

Our program in Texas in our first
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we

meeting, we were talking about trying to use whatever

else, but

money and

could of the V.A. to assist in s

to

after Mr. Nimmo's statement, that just has made
save money in the program very dif

e

cult to work

the credibility gap the V.A. has.

Quite frank

the area, I'm not so sure that

're wrong.

, the more I research
I'm not so sure
at some

if I'm not mistaken, Mr. Reagan has mentioned about
point

I'm not so sure

time, completely disbanding the V.A.,

that's not a bad idea.

f

we we're going to

If this is the kind of

play politics with medical care for veterans, if we're going to play
politics with that department, if the health care is substandard,
and it is, it would be discouraging to me to go to a

.A.

that sometimes didn't even have American doctors, and things like
the problems that you hear.

I'm not criticizing the V.A. from that
It's

standpoint, it's a directive from the administrat
directive from our federal government.

V.A

that I see in the future, even if we do have
responsibility.

problem

That is a

accept the

We'll just have to cross that when it comes.

ll be a credibility gap that will not be healed eas
be healed.

I think that makes it even more important.

else, for the psychological security to
or until that credibili
outs
can.

, may never
If nothing

veterans,

gap be improved, it states

of the Federal Government, work these programs as
I think that's critical.

states,
and
as I

That's a very important

it's almost like a strike negotiation, if you
analogy.

It

e

11 use that as an

I think now is the time for negotiators i

I

that is the state's -- I think that's the state's responsibility.
I say that, if nothing else, because the people that went to Vietnam
- 43 -

were not only Americans, but they were Californians, and they were
Texans.

Those people have come back to our state.

They are the

people that make our society and those states work.
We hear a lot of talk in Washington now about returning
the rights and the responsibilities to the states that many feel
have gone away and gone to the federal level.

I agree with that

philosophy, but I think it's critical that those of us who are elected
officials and public officials demonstrate by our actions and demonstrate by how we talk to the press, that that is a tremendous responsibility, a tremendous right that we can regain, that which some
feel we have lost to the federal government;

because if we ignore

the problem, if we put Blacks on the backseat again, it will all come
back, it will all go away.

You know, that's the reason why so many

times we deal with issues in our state Legislature like drinking age,
and this, and that, and many issues which, if the local officials,
the local governments, school boards, administrations, or whatever,
would accept their responsibility and do their job, we wouldn't have
to be down there passing bills which try to mandate the overall "Big
Brother" thing.
The same thing applies to the state to the federal issue.
Don't ever forget that the veteran is a federal responsibility and
is a federal issue.

But I think this is one of those times, one

of those times when we have to decide as states -- Texas has decided,
California will have to decide, Ohio and seven or eight other states
that are now looking at similar legislation -- will have to decide
for themselves.

I think we've reached a point in Texas where we

say, "It's a federal responsibility, but the federal government's
not going to do it.

What are we going to do?
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Just let these people

suffer?"

Just say, "It's not my job."?

sponsible government.

I don't think that's reif there was a

I think that's what,

, not

mandate last November, maybe that's what it was all
particularly in the veterans' issue, but

re

running our own show.

to do that.

We have this opportuni

that opportunity to do that here in Texas

ility and
You have

whatever piece of

slation you may choose to work with, and hurry up, and pass.

It

will aid the Vietnam veterans and help to bring a faster end to the
Agent Orange crisis and problem.
that way.

Thank you.

I urgently hope you will see it

Are there any more questions?

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

Jess Godoy.

Jess?

He's next.

Would you

call Jess Godoy?
MR. CHARLES J. CONRAD:

Mr. Chairman, members of the Select

Committee, my names is Charles J. Conrad, and in view of some of the
things that have been said here this morning, I think I should add,
I have no connection with the Veterans Administration.

I do not have

a reserve commission, I'm on nobody's payroll and I have done this
work at my own time and expense.
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
MR. CONRAD:

Mr ....

Yes, sir?

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

Would you go back over that?

You're on

nobody's payroll?
MR. CONRAD:

That is correct.

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

You're interested in this as a private

citizen?
MR. CONRAD:

Yes, sir.

I had some connection with this

when I was a Member of the Legislature.
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

Are you a toxicologist?
-
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MR. CONRAD:

No, Sir.

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
MR. CONRAD:

No, Sir.

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
MR. CONRAD:

Chemist?

No, Sir.

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
MR. CONRAD:

Biologist?

No, Sir.

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
MR. CONRAD:

Are you a biochemist?

No, Sir.

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
MR. CONRAD:

Are you a medical doctor, of any kind?

No, Sir.

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
MR. CONRAD:

Are you a pathologist?

No, Sir.

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
MR. CONRAD:

Are you an epidemiologist?

Do you have a scientific background?

Mr. Chairman ...

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

I'll tell you why I ask these, Mr. Conrad.

Your announcement that you wanted to appear before the committee was
preceded to the secretary of this committee, as taking great pride
as being the man who singlehandedly killed the last Agent Orange
bill. ..
MR. CONRAD:

Yes, Sir.

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

... and I do know that you are a former

Member of the Legislature.
MR. CONRAD:

Yes, Sir.

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
MR. CONRAD:

M-hmm.

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
MR. CONRAD:

Succeeded in office by Mr. Howard Berman.

I do know that you're an actor.

Yes, Sir.

-
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CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

But you represent no commercial interest

here?
MR. CONRAD:

No, Sir.

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
MR. CONRAD:

And never have.

You appeared in Sacramento on this issue?

Yes, Sir.

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

Are there any other issues that you take

a great interest in?
MR. CONRAD:

Yes, Sir.

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
MR. CONRAD:

Yes, Sir.

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
MR. CONRAD:

And appear before committees?

What would they be?

Reapportionment.

I was Chairman of the Elec-

tions Committee ...
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
MR. CONRAD:

All politicians ...

Do you want to discuss that?

I'll be happy

to do that.
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

All politicians, former politicians, take

a great interest in reapportionment.
MR. CONRAD:
ambition.

I can understand that completely.

I did not take any interest for my own personal

I have no intention of running for office.
I might add, since this issue has been raised, Mr. Chairman,

I was personally invited and asked to become a member of what was
known as "Operation Blue Skies".

It was a top secret organization,

I spent my own time and my own expense going to any meetings in
(Inaudible), Utah; Rocky Mountain Arsenal; and places like that.
Always did it at my own expense, because I felt I was contributing
something to this country's security.
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

What was "Operation Blue Skies"?
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MR. CONRAD:

If you want to get into it, let me make my

presentation ...
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
MR. CONRAD:

Top secret?

Yes, Sir.

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

But the information was declassified.

Associated with the CIA or something like

that?
MR. CONRAD:

No, Sir.

Mr. Chairman, if you want a discus-

sion of policy with regard to chemical warfare, it will take me a
half an hour and I'll be very glad to do it because God knows, it's
needed.

I think ...
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
MR. CONRAD:

You've got all the time in the world.

Let me do this.

If you want another half

hour, I'll be glad to do it.
A new dimension has been added to the continuing tragedy
of the Vietnam war.

It is the Agent Orange hoax.

As a member of

the California State Legislature, I supported the Vietnam veteran
before he was a veteran.

When he was just another American, getting

shot at by the Viet Cong, while here at home being called a babykiller by college militants hiding behind their draft deferments.
This country is indebted to those veterans, but just settlement of
the debts is being handicapped by time and attention given, especially
in the news media, to false claims that millions of Vietnam veterans
suffered lasting injuries including birth defects that will be passed
on to future generations from exposure to the herbicide Agent Orange.
Money that should be spent on legitimate needs of these veterans is
being dissipated on unwarranted and even frivoulous claims against
the Veterans Administration and the United States Government.
Doubtless, some of this hysteria comes from people who
-
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actually believe the horror stories about Agent Orange.

And a lot is

coming from opportunists -- political activists who ten years ago
were marching with Jane Fonda as she launched her crusade against
Agent Orange on the David Frost Show of April, 1971.

And, unfor-

tunately, there are those out to make a fast buck.
Since, Mr. Chairman, you were kind enough to show that
film this morning, I just hastily reached into my bag, you will notice
that they showed this report, The Effects of Herbicides in South Vietnam.

Somehow or another, they didn't get around to reading the con-

clusion.

Let me read it to you.
"The Committee was unable to gather any definitive indica-

tion of direct damage by herbicides to human health."

They didn't

tell you that.
Considerable attention was paid to the possibility suggested
previously of birth defects induced by herbicides or by contaminants
in the herbicides.

No evidence substanding the occurrence of herbicide-

induced defects were obtained.

They didn't show that in the film did

they, Mr. Chairman?
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

•

MR. CONRAD:
Missouri.

I think they pretty well convered that.

Now they talked about the horse show in

Let me tell you about that, Mr. Chairman.

In the first

place, it had nothing to do with 2,4,5-T or Agent Orange.
that it said that it had
producing 2,4,5-T.

I notice

that that company had presumably been

You don't know whether they were or not.

were not producing 2,4,5-T at the time of this accident.
producing hexachlorophene.

They

They were

What actually happened, which I say

somehow they don't get around to tell you, was that this horse ring
bought crankcase oil.

That's what it was.

-
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Crank ...

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
MR. CONRAD:

That is correct.

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
MR. CONRAD:

Hexachlorphene does have dioxin .•.
That is correct .

..• 2,4,5-T has dixoin ...

That is correct.

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

..• and is not the dixoin the agent which

is suspect-- one of what (Inaudible) ...
MR. CONRAD:

That is correct.

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

... those who appeared before this committee

for the last few days ...
MR. CONRAD:

That is correct .

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

... were carrying an M-16 in the rice

paddies while you're referring to Jane Fonda marches, I don't see
it.
I've seen a lot of combat veterans, sir, and I take great
offense with you lumping the combat veteran with any protester anywhere.
MR. CONRAD:

No, Mr. Chairman ...

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

And I might ask you, are you a combat

veteran?
MR. CONRAD:

Yes, Sir.

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
MR. CONRAD:

South Pacific, Group 21 L.S.T.'s.

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
MR. CONRAD:

Where?

L.S.T.'s.

Yes, Sir.

That's World War II and I would

appreciate it, Sir, if I'd be allowed to

I'd be glad to, but I

noticed you didn't interrupt anybody else.

Well, let me .•.

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
MR. CONRAD:

Well, I'm going to interrupt, Mr. Conrad .•.

That's your perogative .

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

.•. when you make the statement such as
- 50 -

condemning these people who have appeared for two days before this
hearing, some of whom are here ...
MR. CONRAD:

If you would listen to my pres

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
MR. CONRAD:

... who are-- who l

in that

t.

'* •

.•. you can find the answer ...

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

... for all that period of time, and you

lump them with somebody else who was hiding out in college as David
Stockman was, I'm going to object to that and .. .
MR. CONRAD:

All right, Mr. Chairman .. .

APPLAUSE
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
MR. CONRAD:

Please, we don't need that.

No, no.

It's perfectly all right.

listen to my presentation, I would answer that.
back to that Missouri horse ring.
bought.

But if you

But I'm going to go

It was crankcase oil that they

The containers had been filled with hexachlorophene and that's

where the dioxin came from.
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
MR. CONRAD:

Let me ...
It did have dioxin?

That is correct, and let me read you the report.

"In the five years interval since exposure, the

"

this is the one that was most seriously injured -- one girl was seriously injured -- "the patient has grown normally.

Detailed physical,

chemical, and neurological examinations were also conducted and found
to be normal."

They didn't tell you that, did they, Mr. Chairman?

The same studies were done on the patient's sister and
mother.

They were the people shown ...
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
MR. CONRAD:

Who did these tests?

Beg pardon?

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

Who did these tests?
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MR. CONRAD:

Ah!

Do you want me to get the text?

would take me a hell of a long time.
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
MR. CONRAD:

It

I ought to go back and ••.

Mr. Dow's personal physician, probably.

Let's see.

M.M. Karl, A.M. Robson.

13.

13.

Beal -- M.G.W.T. Shearer,

It is 1977, Long-term Effects of Dioxin

Exposure, Lancet 18014-748.

I assume that's the library card.

That's

where this is from.
Now one thing which was said in this, which of course we
can't give an answer to, which I will in my recitation, says, of
course, that you cannot predict what would happen to those young
girls when they grew up and produce children, which, of course, is
correct.

I will bring that up a little later in my study ...
Also, I would like to point out that ... Globe, Arizona,

that was one of the few times when the news media actually got into
that.

They sent a full news crew down to Globe, Arizona.

viewed every doctor.

They inter-

They interviewed every veterinarian.

They

could find no evidence that there was any unusual occurrences at
that time, and the woman who was making these charges then claimed
that the scientist from a -- the scientist from Harvard that was
sent down there was a fake, and that he actually had died six years
before, and Time Magazine concluded, after they examined Globe,
Arizona, they said, "So far only one thing seems clear.

Environ-

mental concern does odd things to some people's minds."

That was

the report on Globe, Arizona.
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
MR. CONRAD:

That was the report of Time Magazine.

That was the report of the bunch of physicians

that went down there, and I say the woman claimed the physicians was
not from Harvard, the he had been dead six years before.
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And secondly, and then I will go on, Agent Orange is not
the most powerful defoliant ever created, so that's a bunch of nonsense.

Be that as it may.
Now going back to the people that are out to make a fast

buck.
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
MR. CONRAD:

What is the most powerful defoliant?

I frankly don't know.

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

I had a lot of experience with napalm, that

was fairly powerful.
MR. CONRAD:

either.

No.

Incidentally, that was not a herbicide,

And incidentally, that's a very good thing to bring up, Sir.

Because a lot of the damage to the mangroves, for example, that was
charged to Agent Orange, actually was from napalm, so I'm glad you
brought that up.
The reason Agent Orange -- seriously, Sir, because this is
important -- Agent Orange fits into the military package.

You have

to have something that is easily produced, easily transported, and
does not destroy the economy.
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
MR. CONRAD:
AUDIENCE:

Agent Orange ...

Does not what??

Does not destroy ...
Laughter

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

If you wipe out a field or rice paddy or

mango trees or ...
MR. CONRAD:

No.

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
MR. CONRAD:

No.
... coconut trees ...

No, Mr. Chairman, we're talking about ...

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

... in a country that is an agrarian

country ...
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MR. CONRAD:

We are talking about the American economy.

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
MR. CONRAD:

The American economy?

That is correct.

The country was already

geared -- the country was already producing 35 million pounds of
2,4,5-T when we went into Vietnam, so therefore, the manufacturing
processes were there.
¥

Now, I have seen things in research and develop-

ment that were fantastically powerful, but maybe they cost $5,000
an ounce to produce ..•
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
his body 12 years later.
MR. CONRAD:

book ... this paper.

I think that's ...

So ...

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
MR. CONRAD:

I have a veteran with lesions still on

... important.

But, let's go,-- tell you why I wrote this

The prime example ...

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

You wrote the book to sell the book, to

make a profit?
MR. CONRAD:

That's right.

This is the book called Wounded

Men and Broken Promises By Robert Klein, and I say with regard to nine
of this book's ten chapters, I am not qualified to render judgment.
It's about the Veterans Administration.

On nine of those chapters

I am not qualified to render judgment.

But having been trained in

chemical warfare during World War II, and having been briefed on
chemical and biological weapons during my years in the California
Assembly, I can categorically state that Chapter 6 entitled "The
Poison Orange" is filled with distortions and outright falsehoods.
These errors are so flagrant ..•
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

Wait a minute.

training ...
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That is your military

MR. CONRAD:

Yes, Sir .

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
MR. CONRAD:

Yes, Sir .

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
MR. CONRAD:

... during World War II ...

.•. in chemical warfare?

Yes, Sir.

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

And that is your extensive background as

a Member of the California Legislature, during that period of time
before Mr. Berman removed you ...
MR. CONRAD:

Yes, Sir.

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

And that -- but previously you answered

that you are neither a toxicologist, an epidemiologist, a pathologist,
a medical doctor of any kind, a biochemist, a biologist, a chemist
or a scientist ...
MR. CONRAD:

I'll go one step further.

I happen to be one

of those people in the Depression that had a sick father and had to
leave college.
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

Don't look at me, Babe!

I dropped out

of high school right down the street.
MR. CONRAD:

I must say ...

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

I'm just saying, I do not think that

serving as a Member of the California Legislature can give you any
expertise ...
MR. CONRAD:

I didn't say that .

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

... on, wait a minute, you were heavily

briefed which gave you ...
MR. CONRAD:

Yes, so ...

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

You're talking about ancient history,

World War II.
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MR. CONRAD:

No, Sir.

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
MR. CONRAD:

Oh, yes you are.

No, Sir, because my briefing did not occur

until many years later, and I say if you want to spend a half an
hour ...
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
MR. CONRAD:

Your briefing?

Yes, Sir.

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

My briefings did not even start ..•

But your briefing is like my briefing,

I mean, you can sit here and you can explain this
ologist, a scientist of any kind.
MR. CONRAD:

That's right, he's not.

Did you let him speak?

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
speak as an expert.

You know, if I choose to believe ••.

Is the gentleman from Texas a toxicologist?

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
MR. CONRAD:

I'm not a toxic-

Without interruption?

I'm letting you speak, but he did not

You are speaking as an expert, or you're trying

to foist yourself off as an expert •..
MR. CONRAD:

That is correct.

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

... and I am telling you, Sir, that I do

not consider you an expert.

I don't think any school in this world

would consider you an expert.

When you lean back on your expertise

from the military -- most of us served in the military -- we developed
a certain expertise, limited as hell, unless you were a scientist.
You were not expertise in side effects.

You were not expertise in

the manufacture.

You were expertise in the using of a chemical as

an agent of war.

As a weapon.

MR. CONRAD:

You were in a damn funny army.

I can stand here just as long as you can

do you want to listen to what I have to say?
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

I don't have to.
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ASSEMBLYWO~ffiN

something.

WRIGHT:

Excuse me.

I'd just like to say

I'm not a serviceman, never been in the service, my hus-

band was, yes.

My husband's had association with the veterans.

Uh - Administration.

Fine.

But what I would like to say at this point, and

I direct this both to Dick and to you.
many conversations and presentations.

We've been listening to many,
And I'm listening and I'm trying

to learn, and I hope that when this is all finished with all the hearings that we have, that I am going to be able to make a fair and
accurate judgment based on information that I am going to receive
from both sides.

I want to hear what you have to say and I know where

Dick is coming from and I don't want to listen to an argument between
the two of you.
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

No, you're not going to listen to an

argument ...
MR. CONRAD:

Good!

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

•.. but you are going to sit here and when

you are making a statement as some kind of an expert, I am going to
question your expertise.
MR. CONRAD:

You questioned me and I gave you the ..•

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

I'm not your father, so don't complain that

I'm arguing or interrupting your statement, because you walked in with
a briefcase ...
MR. CONRAD:

That's right!

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
MR. CONRAD:

... and books ...

And when you ask me a ques

on about the

Missouri case, I give you the citation.
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

I'm asking you and I'm going to continue

to interrupt to ask you for your expertise.
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(Inaudible)

MR. CONRAD:

You will get my citation.

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

... which I don't think you do.

going to put that on the record,
MR. CONRAD:

too~

You bet your life.

me a question, I'll give you my citation.
you please listen to this?

You're

And every time you ask
On page 160, Ma'am, will

In 19 -- because this was also in the

film-- in 1976, thousands of residents, including many workers, were
contaminated with a poison after an accident at dioxin production
facilities in Seveso, Italy.

You saw that on the film.

As the re-

sult -- get this -- the Catholic church and the Italian government
permitted abortions for all pregnant women who had been exposed.
Many of those not having abortions gave birth to babies with congenital defects.

That's what the public has been told.

Now, the incident at Seveso, Italy is probably the most
publicized chemical accident in modern times.
Island of the chemical industry.
of scientists and physicans.

It is the Three Mile

It has been studied by hundreds

I have read some of those reports,

Mr. Chairman.
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
MR. CONRAD:
throughout the world.

So have I.

Dozens of reports have been distributed
Thus, there is no excuse for falsehoods,

about this accident, such as you saw on that film.
In the first place, there is no such thing as a dioxin
production facility and again, Seveso did not involve Agent Orange
or 2,4,5-T.

Once again, it was involved in the process of manu-

facturing hexachlorophene.
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
MR. CONRAD.

Which has dioxin.

That is correct.
-
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If you would listen to me,

I would tell you!

The accident did discharge between 650 to 1,700
s did create

grams of TCDD, that is a dioxin, into the
a highly

environment.

chickens died.

as

Animals s

rds,

ts and

However, although a few children and some adults suf-

fered nausea and skin problems,

was no loss of human 1

Even under concentrations cf TCDD, many times

amount encountered

by those who served in Vietnam.
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
MR. CONRAD:

Mr. Conrad, are you aware of a Dr. Reggiani?

Yes.

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

Ohh!
And have you seen these pictures in his

report of this minor skin situation that affected the child?
MR. CONRAD:

Sir, do you want me to quote Reggiani?

I have

it right here.
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
MR. CONRAD:

All right, let me get down to it.

CHAiill ffiN FLOYD:
1

MR. CONRAD:

I have it right here.

Good.

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
MR. CONRAD:

Sure.

But I take great exception ...

All right.

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

... and you're referring to something like

this on a child anywhere in this world as being a minor situation.
MR. CONRAD:

I didn't say minor.

I'm going to quote

Reggiani ...
CHAiill1AN FLOYD:

(Inaudible) ... because this guy is (Inaudible)

ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:

ck,

I would just like to

get through with his train of thought and then you can call him a
S.O.B. if you want to,
MR. CONRAD:

just let me ...
You see, nobody has challenged
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I have

said.

Now there were women ln the area who elected to have abortions;

but since I am a Protestant, I consulted a Roman Catholic priest who
informed me in no uncertain terms that his church did not and never
has relaxed its stand against abortions under any circumstances.
This statement, again, is simply another falsehood.
But incidentally, there were fetuses of aborted women that
were examined.

They found no abnormalities.

The happiest correction

now we come to

Reggiani -- the happiest correction of Chapter 6,

Page 160, can be found in the paper delivered by Reggianni in 1978,
through the 20th Congress of the European Society of Toxicology.

I

give you my citation.
This lecture refutes claims of human birth defects from TCDD
even under high concentrations of dioxin.

Reggiani reported no

derangement of the gestation, no fetal lethality, no gross malformations, no gross retardation at term, and no psychogenic abnormal as
the chromosomes resulting from the Seveso accident.
Mr. Reggiani reported.

That is what

And then on page ...

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

I don't think that's exactly his whole

report.
MR. CONRAD:

You challenge ...

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
MR. CONRAD:

Because they evacuated •..

Do you deny that he said that?

I would like

to -- now, sir, are you stating for the record -- I want this on
the record -- that Reggiani never made that statement?
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
MR. CONRAD:

I'm not stating he didn't make .•.

AHH!

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

... the statement.

ment out of context of a whole report here.
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You're taking a stateHe also stated that it's

a little early to tell, did he not?
MR. CONRAD:

It's a little early to tell.

Not the birth defects that are immediately

I will answer that in a few minutes -- but this gets back -- you know,
the interesting part of that, I give you the citation and you say,
"Well, I don't say you didn't say it."
Agent Purple ...
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

The interesting part of this, Sir, is that

you're going through a stack of stuff with very little consideration
for human beings, very little consideration for those veterans which
you say you have ...
MR. CONRAD:

I have great consideration and it is because

of that consideration I am making these statements.

I'd appreciate

it if you'd listen to them.
This statement was that Agent Purple and so on, were sprayed
over a wide area of the country.
to this, was the most toxic.

But Agent Orange, here we go back

That is false.

The reverse is true.

Agent Purple was used in the early stages of Operation Ranch Hand,
from January, 1962, to June, 1965, when only a few Americans were
serving in Vietnam.

Agent Orange ...

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

What dates?

What dates where only a few

Americans ...
MR. CONRAD:
June,

They only had advisors then.

'62,

'65.
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
MR. CONRAD:

June,

January,

'62 and '65.

Agent Orange was substituted July,

'65, to

'70, largely because it was less toxic and although only

145,000 gallons of Agent Purple were sprayed as compared to 10,646,000
gallons of Agent Orange, Agent Purple is estimated to have been
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responsible for 40% of the dioxin released in Vietnam and remember,
this was before the introduction of large numbers of American ground
forces.
Now the effects in man --we're talking about human concern
of 2,4-D and 2,4,5-T, the components of Agent Orange, are discussed
at some length again in this 1974 report of the National Academy of
Sciences titled "The Effects of Herbicides in South Vietnam".

A toxi-

city rating chart, Table 2, C-6 gives 2,4-D and 2,4,5-T approximately
the same toxicity rating as aspirin and caffein.
quote from that report.

Page 231.

ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:
MR. CONRAD:

Excuse me .. .

... fall in the two medium classes.

ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:
MR. CONRAD:

Excuse me .. .

The two herbicides .. .

ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:
MR. CONRAD:

This is a direct

Can I interrupt for just a moment?

They are compounds which ...

ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:

Can I please interrupt for just a

moment?
MR. CONRAD:

... are distinctly toxic ...

ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:

Sir?

May I interrupt you for just a

moment?
MR. CONRAD:

Yes, Ma'am.

ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:
you.

It's me.

Over here.

I'm talking to

Since you're giving us this information and the statistics

and that, I would ask you this question.
MR. CONRAD:

Yes, Ma'am.

ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:

And I want to ask you now while

you're in this process, since you're talking about the Agent Purple
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that was used be

Agent Orange was used ...

MR. CONRAD:

Right.
.. wou

ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:

poss

amount of knowledge that it would

th your

you say

it would be some

le

been mixed with Agent

remains of this Agent Purple that cou

Orange that may have created what we see here?
MR. CONRAD:

No, I'll continue on that.

That would be

lly ...
ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:
MR. CONRAD:

Let me ask you one more question.

It would be virtual

ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:
MR. CONRAD:

Yeah.

Let me ask you one more question.

So you would be gray by that time.

ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:
tion.

impossible.

O.K.

Let me ask you one more ques-

Since we have your opinion based on the documents you have,

and we've been 1

tening to the other side ...

MR. CONRAD:

M-hmm.

And bear in mind, you still had 60%

of dioxin that came from Agent Orange, they're not go

to deny

that ...
ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:

O.K.

Would you be, as a resident

the State of California, would you be opposed to the State Legislature taking a precise and very close study just dealing with Vietnam
veterans -- those that were in the area that was
that weren't and being able to
indeed, a de

some kind of a comparison so that,

te ...

MR. CONRAD:

Let -- let me say this

be yes, but if you would let me
poss

and those

le I would
, f

sh this I

answer would
it would be

t.he answer to that and I'd say if you got any
You know, there -- 63 -

the so-called Ranch Hand

Study with the controls which is
ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:

I'm 100% for.
My understanding from presentation

previously, that particular study was just zeroed in on and .•.
MR. CONRAD:

Well, let's put it this way.

of getting down to the end.

I'm serious about this.

Now we're kind
One of the great

problems that you're going to have and certainly we had it bad enough
in mental hygiene in the prisons and such, is the difficulty of getting
trained, highly professional help.
As you know, the average salary of a physician now is over
$75,000 a year.

I know how hard it is for you -- it was hard enough

when I was there

to staff your mental hospitals, the Veterans

Administration, the prisons, with physicians when I say you're competing with a firm that's making, $75, $80, $90,000 a year.

Now the

thing that worries me about this, and this is why I sat and got hell
for it, that I felt that this was taking away from the real needs of
the veterans.

When you're competing whether it be the Veterans

Administration, or the mental health program of California, or the
prisons for these highly trained professionals that can get $90,000
a year in private enterprise, I want that skilled husbanded, because
you're going to have to do it.

It's a terrible thought, but cer-

tainly in the near future, no government agency is going to really
be able to provide medical assistance, not just for veterans but for
the mental health.

It's going to be very difficult.

And so, therefore, very frankly, again one reason why I
don't want everything spread all over the place is, I want to husband
that scarce medical treatment for the truly needy veteran, for the
truly needy poor person, for the truly needy person that has mental
problems.

I don't want that highly skilled help, that is Godawful
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to

tests

on a lot

s

Now, you

background.
two

I

conclusion of this report is
s toxic

, are

's

sons such as strychnine

1-known

Now because the public,

recent years,

story

Operation Ranch Hand.

In Vietnam, the jungle cover was so
s

been

it is time to recall

and misled about Agent Orange,
actual

to suggest,

but I had to

do some

I

I was

tests,

Now I say some

11 do any

I don t

was less than seven

in some places,

, giving the Viet Cong opportuni-

to ambush American and the ARVN

re

of the

States was Operation Ranch Hand, using common weed
we us

about six -- to remove the jungle cover.

herbicides used

llers

Of the several

Operation Ranch Hand, Agent Orange was

one

most employedi hence became the prime target of those opposing the
s such as

tnam War, and this may have been inspired by
one

by columnists Marguerite Higgins

a tour in Vietnam, " .•. defol

is

were, unfortunate
s

the thought of America winning

which

said,

real key to

, Americans who couldn't
war.

Now there was an added
, came the ecology movement.
at home.

And at

of

farmer was using 35

you

Ranch

pounds

comprising half
to

Opposed to

of 2,4,5-T,
That's what I was
me

when
to

, you can

a
-
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cals

as effective, but you had to have the industrial

that can be ten
capacity.
there

We were grinding out millions of pounds of 2,4,5-T and so,
, it became the logical defo

cause we

ant to use against jungle be-

manufacturing capacity.
Well, let me repeat, there are Vietnam veterans who wouldn't

be veterans today if it were not for Agent Orange.

They would be dead

a bullet by a Viet Cong hiding in the jungle seven feet from his
And how many lives were lost after the Nixon Administration
and I'm a Repub

can

for political, not military reasons, ended

Operation Ranch Hand in 1970?

If you want to discuss Mr. Hopkins I'll

do it later but I'm jumping the pages.
But what about ...
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
MR. CONRAD:

I don't think you want to here.

Well, I have a very -- incidentially, nobody

forget to tell you that they did an autopsy and found no Agent Orange
or dioxin in his body.

I talked to Noguchi.

Or, rather, Noguchi's

secretary.
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
MR. CONRAD:

Yes, Ma'am.

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
MR. CONRAD:
CHAI~ffiN

name is Cathie.

This is the problem I have with you.

First you say you talked with Noguchi ...

Now you say you talked to his secretary.

I talked to Cathie ...

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
MR. CONRAD:

Her

Noguchi's office.

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
MR. CONRAD:

Yes, Sir.

Yeah.

FLOYD:

MR. CONRAD:

His secretary?

Be very specific, Sir.

Yes, Sir.

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

Very specific.

If you talked to his secretary, you talked
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MR. CONRAD:

All right.

ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

My understanding ...

(Inaudible) ... most of the people ...

ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:
MR. CONRAD:

My understanding ...

This is ...

ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:

... is that he is representing himself,

and I think it's only fair ...
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
MR. CONRAD:

No, he isn't ... (Inaudible)

This ...

ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:

. .. to hear both sides and make our

own conclusions.
MR. CONRAD:

Certainly, Sir, apparently I'm the only person

that, you might say, is speaking on the negative, so I'm certainly
not ...
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
I've seen.

You're certainly the most negative one

Yes.
MR. CONRAD:

That is correct.

Vietnam veterans who father children with birth defects.
This is one of the most traumatic experiences that can befall a
young couple.
us?

And inevitably, agonizing questions are asked.

Why

Were we in some way responsible for our child's condition?

Such

queries often remain unanswered by the medical profession for in a
majority of cases, the cause remains unknown.
Birth defects often are simply nature's mistakes and are
far more common ln the United States than are generally realized.
But along come the purveyors of the Agent Orange hoax to tell the
grieving public -- uh -- couple, that their child's problems were
the result of Operation Ranch Hand.
-
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I

also was sprayed along the southern boundary of Korean Demilitarized
Zone to discourage infiltration from the North Koreans.
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
MR. CONRAD:
CHAI&~N

That encourages me ••.

Hence ...

FLOYD:

... because there was no demilitarized

zone the year that I was there.
MR. CONRAD:

I don't know what year you were there.

I

am telling ...
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
MR. CONRAD:

. .. the first one.

I'm telling you the two years that it was

sprayed.
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

Just the first one, while you were in

the Legislature.
MR. CONRAD:

So, this, then, raises the question, Mr.

Chairman, which you might be interested in.

The question, Mr. Chair-

man, why, then, haven't some Korean veterans of the Era complained
of the illness allegedly
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

affecting the Vietnam vet?
Can I answer that for you?

Can I answer

that for you?
MR. CONRAD:

Certainly.

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

The demilitarized zone, my understanding,

is a swatch of land which you have no troops in.
MR. CONRAD:

Ahhh!

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

You have nobody sleeping on the ground,

you have nobody there when they're spraying, right?

Or did we have

a full-fledged damned bivouac out there at the time that they're
spraying and sleeping in that demilitarized zone?
MR. CONRAD:

But you see, those operations were conducted

-
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by American personnel, so the American personnel conducting those
operations were exposed to ...
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
MR. CONRAD:

How many?

I cannot give you the exact number, but let's

assume ...
CHAIR~N

FLOYD:

Let me give you the number of people,

roughly, who were in Vietnam in the jungle that you are talking about.
MR. CONRAD:

No.

Tell me how many people conducted the

defoliation operation in Korea.
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
MR. CONRAD:
sprayed.

I could find ...

You tell me.

I don't know.

I know how many acres were

I know how-- but I do know how many ...
ASSEMBLYWO.N.AN WRIGHT:
MR. CONRAD:

. • . but ...

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
MR. CONRAD:

A strip of land ...

. . . but . ..

ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:
MR. CONRAD:

Excuse me .

Excuse me.

I point out ...

ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:

Excuse me.

May I just follow that

train of thought.
MR. CONRAD:

Right.

ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:
MR. CONRAD:

If ...

There were American forces engaged in defolia-

tion in Korea ...
ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:
MR. CONRAD:

... and not one person has raised the issue

of injury from defoliation
the planes.

Okay.

despite the fact that they were flying

They were the ones that -- yeah?
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ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:

I want to follow that train of

thought, for just one moment.
MR. CONRAD:

Right.

ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:
tion

Suppose -- I will make this supposi-

suppose there were a hundred American soldiers involved in

that operation in the demilitarized zone in Korea ...
MR. CONRAD:

M-hmm.

Okay.

ASSEMBLYvJONIAN WRIGHT:

... a hundred.

And suppose there

were a thousand in Vietnam.
MR. CONRAD:

1200

ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:
the top of my head.

Well, I'm just taking figures off

Just make it nice and simple for my -- my thought.

We would have to have some means of contacting that hundred and finding
out if there were any percentage of those .•.
MR. CONRAD:

ght.

ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:
thinking.

And I guess that's what my mind is

I would like to have those kinds of figures and be able

to check this out and see if there was any percentage out of this
that were and the comparison of the percentage of Vietnam.
What I'm looking at is if we found that a hundred did the
spraying in the military zone and there were two that were affected,
that would be two percent, and if we found of the thousand in the
other zone, there were twenty, that would be two percent, and maybe
that would give me some information that I can go on, but if I found
out that in Korea there was only two percent, but I found out that
in Vietnam there was twenty-five percent or thirty percent, then it
would seem to me that I would have to further study what the problem
was and what the situation was in Vietnam.
-
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MR. CONRAD:

Well ...

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
MR. CONRAD:

Let me-- let me explain something to you .•.

Yeah.

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
your geography.

••. just in case you're not too aware of

Anything south of the 48th parallel in Korea certainly

was not a jungle ...
MR. CONRAD:

•

No .

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

It is a harsh, dusty damn place.

So I would

imagine that the amount of herbicide needed to wipe out a country that
looks like a riverside, for the most part -- and I do know a little
bit about that.

I went from Pusan to (Inaudible) and back.

not like defoliating a jungle, Mr. Conrad.

That's

So, you know, let's com-

pare apples with apples, not apples with oranges.
Here's another situation, where you're making some sort of
a wild statement and expecting the people to believe that the number
of sprayings, the amount of herbicide needed, the frequency on these
poor men in Korea was anything -- your own statement, you know, four
feet away ...
MR. CONRAD:

Seven.

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

Seven feet away.

Were you in Vietnam, also?
MR. CONRAD:

No, but I was in the jungle of New Guinea.

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
MR. CONRAD:

But you were not in Vietnam.

They tell me the jungle in New Guinea is just

about the same as Vietnam.
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
MR. CONRAD:
say now I have to jump.

I see.

Well, the reason I brought that up, and I
The Air Force -- what the Air Force tried
-
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to do and I hope Mrs. Wright took that very attitude, and so, when
arose, what the Air Force said, fine, because the

s

chairman

say here's one person who is heavily contaminated, and

re might be 100 other people walking through the jungle six months
afterwards.
is s

You can't tell.

So what the Air Force wanted to do and

11 trying to do is to take the people that actually flew the

miss

The so-cal

ranch handers.

Now there are a great many

values as you pointed out in the Ranch Hander study.
You take the 1200 men that actually flew the missions in
Vietnam.

You

"X" number of people, whatever number they were,

who flew the missions in Korea.

Now there are several advantages.

Many of them, for example, they came into contact with all the
possible accidents; the leakage, contact with the spray, even carelessness.

These are the people most likely to have been affected;

200 here, however many here in Korea.

The advantage is that that

1 number are comparatively easy to trace.

In the first place,

many of them are career Air Force, so their records are handily
lable.

So what the Air Force tried to do, and is correct, is

to say, "Fine, let's take the people who flew the mission and in
tion to that, set up a control group."
men from the Vietnam War, "X" number of
You find an equal number of

That is, you take 1200

men from the Korean War.

men who have never had contact with

t Orange but are similar in age, race, height, weight, socioeconomic background

that is the finest study that you can possibly

make of the effects of Agent Orange.
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

Mr. Conrad, I think you'll find some dis-

agreement in that being the finest study.
Nurrber one, an

Air Force operator gets in his plane and
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whatever he does, whether he's spraying an herbicide or dropping a
bomb -- puts on his clothes, gets in that plane, and he does his
number and he comes back.
to another uniform.
MR. CONRAD:

I'll get to that.

.•• that has been cleared ...

I'll get to that.

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
contaminated.

... who goes into the field ...

I'll get to that.

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
MR. CONRAD:

... who drinks the water that's been

This I personally know

sometimes he doesn't take

a bath every -- sometimes it might be a month.
is saturating his clothing.
You're laughing.
MR. CONRAD:

•

What the hell are you laughing about?

You're laughing because ...

... an infantryman operates differently?

I am saying that ...

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
MR. CONRAD:

It's in every fiber of his ...

That is not ..•

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
MR. CONRAD:

You, this is, this

I'm laughing because ...

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
MR. CONRAD:

He changes

Well, what about the infantryman •..

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
MR. CONRAD:

Normally, the, he takes a bath.

I'r1 TELLING YOU WHAT AN INFANTRYMAN DOES!

I'm telling you, Sir, that the man who actually

handled those drums, who swabbed out those drums, who loaded that
herbicide-- those are the people ...
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

He is probably contaminated, too, I'm not

saying he's not ...
MR. CONRAD:

And they're going to ...

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
finest test.

... I'm just saying that this is not the

The finest test is in the man who ate out of a C-ration
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can in that field.

It's in the man who didn't take a bath.

in the man who laid in that crap.

It's

Who lived in it day to day to

day.
MR. CONRAD:

Well, all right, let's say -- get into that.

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

You agree with that, but don't laugh at

the infantryman, Sir.
MR. CONRAD:

Well, I'm laughing -- I've been laughing at

your description ...
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
MR. CONRAD:

... which didn't exist.

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
MR. CONRAD:

My description is where it's at, Babe!

Okay.

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
description.

You were in a very different Army .

My description, this ain't John Wayne --my

I know my description.

MR. CONRAD:

All right.

For your information, a more

scientific explanation can lle found in the State of Florida.

A

5-year study conducted at Test Area C52A of Eglin Air Force Base,
that, Sir, is the most heavily contaminated area on the face of
the earth.
May I have some water, please?
Bring the chairman, please.
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

I don't want him to miss this.

Don't worry, I haven't missed a thing •..

worthwhile.
MR. CONRAD:

A five year study was conducted at Test Area

C52A at Eglin Air Force Base, Florida, the most heavily contaminated
spot on the face of the earth -- not the Vietnam jungle, Mr. Chairman
so far as Agent Orange is concerned.

During Operation Ranch Hand,

all the herbicides and equipment were continually being tested at
-
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Eglin Air Force Base.

There, on an area only three miles square,

not millions of acreas, an area only three miles square, 160,000
pounds of 2,4,5-T and 170,000 pounds of 2,4-D, the ingredients of
Agent Orange, were sprayed during the period of 1962 to 1970.

The

most heavily contaminated area on the face of the earth.
Than as the ...
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

•

Were there buildings and all this type of

thing?
MR. CONRAD:

Beg pardon?

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

Was this an open area?

With buildings?

Or ...
MR. CONRAD:

Yes.

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
MR. CONRAD:

All sorts of things.
I assume that you were there, too.

No, but I have all the pictures there.

I have

all the photographs, if you want ...
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
MR. CONRAD:

Have you ever been sprayed?

I'll get that -- oh!

Okay.

Good.

You're

going to ask me, I'm going to end -- I'm going to give you my
conclusion ...
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

Because then I'm going to worry about mental

conditions.
MR. CONRAD:

Good!

Good!

I'm going to give you my final

remarks, although I'd like to finish.
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
MR. CONRAD:

I wish you would.

Now it may be said -- now it may be said that

these remarks come from a man along in years who served in a different
war, so I will end by issuing a challenge.
Let the television industry just once record an episode to
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balance the falsehoods and distortions I have recounted here today.
Arrange for a small area of land here in the United States to be
sprayed with Agent Orange in exactly the same manner as Operation
Ranch Hand.

Have test animals, trees and vegetation placed in that

area and record the most intensive studies of that plant and that
wild

fe following contact with the herbicide.

Now!

I will be a

human volunteer!
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
MR. CONRAD:

Let me ask ...

4

I will stand there and allow that Agent Orange

to spray -- to fall upon me.

I will sign any release that is asked

of me, taking any responsibility away from anybody.

Now when I made

this suggestion to a newscaster, he responded rather sarcastically
that I wouldn't be likely to produce children with or without birth
defects ...
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
MR. CONRAD:

True.

But I am at an age where cancer extracts a

heavy toll and so confident am I of the safety of Agent Orange that
I am willing to risk the same, perhaps even greater exposure, than
that encountered by the Vietnam veterans who have testified before
this Select Committee.

If you want to do it ...

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
MR. CONRAD:

Mr. Conrad.

I'll be glad to do it.

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

Mr. Conrad, while admitting that you were

not an expert, a trained expert, a scientist, a toxicologist, a medical
or scientific expert in anyway, you did admit that you are an actor.
We haven't seen you on many big screens.

As an actor and in your

declining years, we have come to believe that an actor would do almost
anything -- I mean, this would make you probably big enough to do a
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bit part with Bob Hope somewhere.
MR. CONRAD:

I have no intention

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

I have no intention ...

So I discount this as a flamboyant, as

showboating; your willing to be sprayed with that item that is banned
in this country ...
MR. CONRAD:

Mr • Chairman ...

ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:

•

I heard Brown was going to be sprayed

for the Medfly ...
MR. CONRAD:

Well ...

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

Jerry Brown did not get sprayed with the

Medfly ...
ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:
MR. CONRAD:

Well, he volunteered ...

Mr. Chairman, may I go back.

When Jane Fonda

made her statements, and that was in 1971, I went to the television
industry at that time.

I talked to some of the agriculture people up

in Northern California, I said, if I can arrange this, can you get me
a field, you know, to help, and I ...
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
MR. CONRAD:

Cameras?

... went to the television industry and I said,

"Look, here's Fonda shooting her mouth off.
do in Vietnam.

Let's do exactly what you

Get a C 123, fly it the same height, same speed, three

gallons per acre," and I said, "I will stand under there and let you
spray me."
Now if you say I'm not a scientist, let me tell you what
I did.

I'm possibly not quite a damn fool.

I called Dr. Emil Miraque

who happened to be Chancellor of the University of California at
Davis, and is, incidentally, a world-wide authority on the subject.
I called him, I told him, I asked him if he had seen the David Frost
- 79 -

show?

, "No."

He

These peop

are crazy."

tha ?
a

I told him what Jane Fonda had said.

He said,

So I told him, I said, "What would happen

and he started to laugh.

He said, "You know, I made

on that, once", and he sent me a copy of his speech and as

near as I can remember the quotation, it was, he wanted to be funny,
was a high

technical speech to a scientific society on the herbi-

, so he said, "You might be interested to know that if a woman
were laying nude in the field on her back, in the fields of Vietnam
and the planes came along and sprayed, she would receive approximately
one two hundred and sixty-sevenths of a toxic dose."
that's good enough for me, Doc."

And I said, "Well,

So if you want to know my scientific

background for making that statement, it was from Dr. Emil Miraque,
the Chancellor of the University of California at Davis.

At that

I went to the news media and said, "Hey, let's do this."
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
MR. CONRAD:
't bel

Well, you don't believe the Chancellor, you

the

sts ...

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
I

that

I question his ...

.. . intelligence on it, and I think that,

's quite a showboat game with you and I think it is a

with you and ...
MR. CONRAD:
on it, call me.

Well, Mr. Chairman, if you want to call me

I wish somebody would call me on it.

The news media

' t do

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER IN AUDIENCE:
MR. CONRAD:

Okay.

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
MR. CONRAD:

Mr. Conrad, I'll call you.

You got it, Babe!

You'll do it?

any release.
-
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You arrange it and I'll sign

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER IN AUDIENCE:

... (Inaudible) same

tests, qualify yourself •.. (Inaudible)
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

How about your children?

Do you have

children?
UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER IN AUDIENCE:

.•• (Inaudible) your

children .••
ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:

•

really.

I don't think this is necessary,

Bad!
UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER IN AUDIENCE:
MR. CONRAD:

I'm subject to cancer at my age.

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
MR. CONRAD:

(Inaudible)

What about your kids?

That's not -- they don't get affected obviously.

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

These gentlemen's kids are going to be

affected because ...
MR. CONRAD:

Well, then let me ...

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
MR. CONRAD:

... they are at an age where ...

Well, let me go on and tell you why I don't

think they will.
ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:

The true facts, that's what we're

trying to tell.
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
MR. CONRAD:

By scientific evidence ...

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
MR. CONRAD:

Of which you are not a scientist.

I can read.

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
MR. CONRAD:

Oh, you don't think they will.

You can read.

Which apparently is more than some other people

do.
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

Well, that's quite true because some of

us .•.
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t
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I've cut the rest of my

out ...
GHT:
MR. CONRAD

I have a ques

Yes, Ma'am.

ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:

Just to get back for a second to

b

. CONRAD:

pardon?

ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:
MR. CONRAD:

Yes, Ma'am.

ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:
be

any

f

Just to get back to the birth defects ...

You made a statement about them not

If we were to take every veteran that was in

Vietnam that has

ldren, and we found that the percentage of birth

defects in these veterans were higher than state average, national
average,

, what

it dif

se veterans were concerned as compared to

as

say the

or the state average?

l

MR.
although

you suppose it was that would have made

Well, I could give you an answer to that
not be

initive.

ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:
MR. CONRAD:

I wish you would ...

Yes Ma'am.

ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:

Because that's a question that's in

my
There is an answer to that, assuming
that it

would say it wouldn't ...
ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:

MR. CONRAD:

Yes.

Well I'm saying suppose we had those

All right.

Yes.

The draft during the

Vietnam war was one of the most vicious and discriminatory actions
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DR

that's a very hard question to
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that we will have definitive

proof.
never .
DR.
CHAI

hard case to build.
never be able to prove

one
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DR.
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will be
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three to five years from now.

Probably.
CHAIRMAN
DR.
CHAI

to five years?
proof.
guys who were sprayed in '68 and
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have been exposed.
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that they believe themselves
lves examined.

I think any

he has been affected, should

be examined.

I think he should go to

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

But you

money in order to publicize that si
DR
I read in the
of the ill

SPIVEY:

No.

11 was that the bill
of Agent Orange.

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
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What I'm s
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SPIVEY:

Symptoms of ..

Symptoms and
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is that we don't know what those symptoms
think that we should be scaring people
understand.
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

You think
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number and comes back.

he wants to work on a job, he wants to
with the boys, and all this type thing.
feels that he is actually ill from some
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worry

the fact that nobody is saying anything to the veterans.

That people,

like the previous speaker, you missed, is holding it over us saying,
"I don't know what's wrong with these guys.

They're full

they're believing what they're hearing at the Vet Center.

you know,
They're

believing what they're hearing at the bar.

They're believing some

of these" ... and they always hit the media.

I believe it, too.

I

really seriously believe it.

•

I think number one, if the state goes out of its way to
find these things and say, "Hey, if you're having these troubles,
you're a citizen of the State of California.

You're one of ours.

You're our veteran.

Let's get it listed.

Let's get you into some

kind of screening."

I think that's a hell of a lot less fear than

not knowing -- and if it's going to cost some money,

(inaudible).

I believe -- I would like to see this bill amended and if the author
does amend it, and we're not successful with it if it is amended,
I intend to introduce a bill in January that will go the whole route
as Texas did, plus the outreach.
I have no concern of spreading fear with Vietnam vets who
may have been contaminated.

We've got a lot of guys in the joint

that are already in a bad situation.

Quite often the fear of what

may be happening to them is destroying families.

It's destroying

their personal relationships and I really, I really think that you're
reading the bill in the wrong way.
is ... this bill is dishwater;
point now with no money in it.

All we're saying is, and this

this is not a heavy-duty bill at this
But I think it's a first step.

And

I'm sorry to hear anybody come out against this bill and say it goes
about it the wrong way.

It's the only way we can go at it.

You may have a very different view in your position paper
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it happens over a certain period of time.
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that.

care about myself

taken advantage of, all right?

was
woman
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Me, myself, I'm
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But

But now
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war continues, you know what I mean?
myself.

And I'm at that point now,

I know that things like this happen -- things continue or
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I myself

and it was a war.
how much

l that the war ended a long time ago,

It was no police action.

do you need, you know?

started

at

I think it's time that they
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have no
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we have children involved, too.
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I

en again, my body chemistry might be

than

my concern now.

And I, myself, feel that,
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You know,
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ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:

I'd like to ask if you've ever had

yourself -- you've ever gone and had a physical to determine whether
you

any of

in anyway?

s.

in your -- stored in your system

Have you ever

out of the s

ce

MR. GODOY:
exam, but I

any kind of physicals since you got

I guess we've arranged to have an Agent Orange
it's really a-- I know, it's something but ...

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

That's what we're understanding, too.
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lem.
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go

to have this

go

for this

you let this
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you drop us a line

and save
your time.
Andrews here?
Roland

, we're sliding some

people in.

It's not anything except a time basis.

We hope you'll

bear with us ...
MR. ROLAND MORRO:
U.S. Marine Captain.

My name is Roland Morro.

I'm a retired

I was an infantry officer and an intelligence

officer in the I Corps section of Vietnam during the conflict.

I do

not know personally whether I have been exposed or not to Agent
Orange, but because of the recent background that I have had, I'm
convinced that the need to do something about this controversy is
long past due.

Those who say, "\'lai t and see" remind me of those who

wait and see flames have already attacked the house before they get
fire insurance.
I was a Carter appointee, I was a Deputy Assistant Secretary
of Labor for Veterans Employment, and in that capacity I traveled
the length and breadth of this country, talking to literally thousands,
and I do not say that in any form of exaggeration, literally thousands
of veterans, and there is a problem out there.
is imagined.

That could very well be.

Maybe that problem

Assemblyman Floyd is correct

when he says that that is -- that that doubt -- that situation that
sits out there has to be resolved.
I know all of the lip service that has gone on in the high
levels of the bureaucracy in government, in Washington, D.C., and
I know what happens when you give lip-service.

The Veterans

Administration has been giving lip-service to this controversy for
a long time.

When I first heard of the problems of Agent Orange

surfacing in my conversations and later on in the negotiations and
all the other programs that were going on within the Labor Department
and within the Veterans Administration, we were quite aware of the
fact that the, that the Administration was in fact saying one thing
- 111 -
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MR. MORRO:

We 1,

all of the period of time after I
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American people were
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of that.
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veterans and maybe that delayed stress syndrome
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just gone
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em

In
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that Agent Orange isn't, but you

it was

it was, you know low-sugar, glucose
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or something.
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WRIGHT:
because
you can

1

If you rationalized that for yourself,

was a distress, that's an emotional situation
elf out of that.

out of it, and you've
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So you've talked yourself

cause.

Do you still have that?

Even though you've talked yourself

out of these symptoms as being anything else but, you know, strange to
yourself.

Talking yourself out of it now, do you still have these

same symptoms?
MR. MORRO:
I

I don't think so.

I mean, I really think that

have changed my entire personal living habits completely since I've

returned.

But my -- a lot of that is the fact that I was hospitalized

for a long time after I came back from Vietnam and was hurt, but
my

you know, I was hospitalized for over a year and a half.

You

do a whole analysis on your life style and what's destructive and
what isn't.

I would say right now that no, I don't have any of those

symptoms, but I know people out there who do have all kinds of problems.
How do you explain the skin rashes, and the miscarriages, and the
continual upset stomachs, and the cancers that are coming and then
later on, Hopkins
that story was all

committed suicide, and nobody really knew what
And there's controversy about that, you

know, even his wi
ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:

There's only one person that really

knows and that's God ... knows exactly what went on.
MR. MORRO:

That's right.

But we, if we just leave it in

the hands of God to find out, you know He doesn't ... He's not going
to certainly, certain
"Well, you had

be ... And He's going to look down and say,
to" ... All I can say is that some of us

who fought in Vietnam, and fought in the trenches there have come
back and continued to fight, and we'll be here and we're not going
to go away.

Hopefully, we can be successful here.

And I'm hopeful

that this committee and that the full Assembly, and the full Senate
will eventually be able to push this through.
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ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:
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really have
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MR.

ure
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if you started a sign-up list
this room alone.

ASSEMBLYWOMAN
first ques

You see I have no problems, say,

I have to tell you one of my very
s committee and this gentleman across

I

from me may agree

one of my first questions, was "Exactly

what's the

a Vietnam veteran, a Korean veteran

f

or a WWII veteran
what's the b

fference?
II

They are veterans.

And

had a gentleman come up, he was a ... Do
116 -

you want to take the opposite of what Dick is saying

he was a

college graduate, he was employed, he seemed to have no problems
whatsoever, and he came forward and just answered the question, which
was a good answer for me.
a popular war.

His answer was the fact that this was not

The other wars were popular.

Every American was

behind them 100% and made the sacrifices along with the

llows in

the trenches and on the battlefield where in the instance of the
Vietnam War, there was a conflict at home.
didn't.

Some accepted it, some

But it was never called a war.
MR. MORRO:

ever since then.

And have treated us as second-class citizens

Clearly.

Clearly.

ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:

Third-class.

No-class.

That answered my question -- that

was a far better answer than anybody parading up and down and saying,
"I'm a veteran of the Vietnam War.
were, "What's the difference?"
difference was

Treat me", because my feelings

He gave me an answer as to what the

now I'm willing to take an advance step and to

go forward and see how we can make everyone equalized as far as
veterans are concerned.
MR. MORRO:

I may suggest, and this is probably a little

bit far fetched, but I may suggest that if, in fact, we would have
been victorious in Vietnam, if in fact, that we would have had the
kind of reception when we returned as previous wars, that, if in
fact, that we would have been able to walk in bars because we were
wearing a uniform, the girls would have smiled and put their arms
around us and maybe gone home with us and drinks would have been
bought by the older generation, that if that kind of response would
have been forthcoming, and the issue of Agent Orange would have been
raised, that the problem, that solution, that look, at the Agent
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WRIGHT:

You see, my problem is that I don't

ever
MR. MORRO:

I think the

a war unless you're going to win.
Well,

were a lot of us who were there

who felt that way.
ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:
fight and you're

That's right, if you're going to

to lose your lives, you're going to be maimed

and anything else is going to happen to you, you should very well go
to war to

to go on and just extend it and make a political

war out of

I don't care who was president.
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

you know, is,

I think that's what we're saying today,

t, let's win the war for the veterans.

ASSEMBLYWOMAN WRIGHT:

Well, I agree with you, Gentlemen,

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

you.

100% on

on now,

you

e.

and I am

to

We are -- you have a tendency to go on

here and we are taping this so you will have a
I don t want to shut anybody off, but if I didn't

trans
shut that other
We are going
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move a

signed up
say a

We are going to have to move

know, I'm not going to shut you off.
We do have a request of those who have
have a man from New Zealand who wants to

words

Zealand,

is on his way to catch a plane to New

if there

list, I

s no objection of anyone else who is on the

to Mr. Weinburg right now, if that's all right

with the rest
AUDIENCE:
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CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

Richard Weinburg.

New Zealander.

Comrade-

in-Arms.
MR. RICHARD WEINBURG:

Thank you very much.

I'm an American.

I served with the Ninth Division, 78th Airborne Rangers. I served two
years.

I am married.

I have two children.

was (inaudible) with Agent Orange.

They are very healthy.

I

As far as Agent Orange goes, that

is all I know.

•

(Inaudible) with the V.A., the treatment that I had when
I came ... When I came back, I was in military hospitals for four months.
I couldn't walk when I came back.
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
go.

I was ...

Speak up.

Pull that thing down, there you

This thing has been driving us nuts for two days.
MR. WEINBURG:

When I first came back, I was in military

hospitals right outside Boston.
walk again.

I was never supposed to be able to

Fortunately, before I went into the service I had a lot

of training with weights and things and after 3 months, I was walking.
And I went to a veterans hospital two months afterwards and I was
there just for a week.

After an examination -- I was 22 years old

and all I wanted to do was get my health back, which was possible.
You know, there were many foreign doctors at that time, still are,
and all they could say after examination was, "Why don't you open up
a shoe shop?"

This was quite common-- I'm not just talking about

me, this happens to many veterans.

And three months later when I

went in for my evaluation -- you have to go to Veterans -- this
happens to every veteran right now -- this was at the time about
10 years ago.

I sort of thought they would all be interested in how

I can walk and use my body again and the first thing that doctor
asked me, "Did you smoke pot? Or sleep with a woman?"
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And when he

found out I was in the Rangers and I got hurt on my second tour, he
asked me if I enjoyed
the V.A. 's
problem.
were like.

lling people.

I

A lot of this is not entirely

it is the news media that created this

People in America had this image of what American soldiers
Excuse me, because (inaudible).

Thank you very much.

So many things like the V.A., the image they gave the
American soldier is created in news, as far as that goes.
And anything -- the main thing I'm interested in is the
treatment that veterans get -- what happened to me happens to every
veteran.

I'm very fortunate.

I have a very strong will.

I have a

very wonderful wife.
For example, in New Zealand, the soldiers that fought in
New Zealand, the people protested the war over there but never
protested the people who fought the war.

They were treated very good.

There was no such thing as the V.A. over there.
in New Zealand.

There's

the thing is, it's not

medicine.
like a hand-out.

There is socialism

It's pretty fouled up.

But

You're treated like a human

being when you go there, which is different from the V.A.
Anytime I've gone to the V.A., is the only time in my life
I never felt like a human being.

I lost all of my pride.

friend I have, that I know, has the same thing.

Every

You can't go to the

V.A. -- these are the people who are supposed to help you, and you're
treated like a dog.

This is nothing new.

goes back to the thirties.

The history of the V.A.

There's been committee hearings on what

the V.A. did -- two years of veterans hospitals, in 1947 to 1949,
when General Omar Bradley was in charge.
when the V.A. has

There's only two years

lived up to what it's supposed to do.

been hearings for years about the V.A.
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Fortunately, she's healthy,
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down.

I jumped up and down.

toes, so I touch my toes.
s

He says to bend over and touch my

Then he looked at me and tells me to

to

He says to look one
He's four feet away from me and then

"Oh no, you don't have any hernias."

says,

He's the only doctor I know

that can tell you whether or not you've got a hernia from four feet
away without putting his hands on you.

(LAUGHTER, APPLAUSE)

says, "Well, what are you doing here anyway?
sprayed with Agent Orange?"
what are you doing here?"

pig.

How long have you been

I said, "I don't know."

That's a hell of a way

I'm coming here more or less as a guinea

I'm telling you, run some tests on me."

took a blood sample, gave me a little physical
physicals when I've applied for a job.
is?"

He s

d,

He says, "Well,

I said, "I'm here as a precautionary

measure, since you guys are doing a study.
to treat me as a patient.
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He took X-rays, they
I've had better

I told him, "Is that all there

1, if the X-ray show something or if the blood

shows something, we'll get back to you and we'll give you a series
of more tests."
hold you

Why the hell doesn't he say, "Hey, come on in,"

two or three days, or come back in two or three days,

and give me a complete physical, everything?
of your

r, put it

They can take a sample

different chemicals, and they can tell you

if you have an overabundance of minerals or different things.
can tell a lot

that.

Right?

Maybe this is also a test that the

State of California could look into.
Also, when in Vietnam they said we have records to show
you know, they'll show you a map and say where were you?

If you

weren't up north, they'll say, "Well, you weren't exposed to chemicals."
The thing is, they used to give it to the ARVN's, the Vietnamese
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The people that manufacture

can make a study, not on
actua
s

the chemical.

of
It

many compensation claims have
ve

, what kind, if

a

I wouldn't go to the library.
c

do you have?

I'd go to

What kind of cases

of the cancer or nervous disorders or
If they're really sincere about he

us,

that's it ... Thank you very much.
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I'm going to go in and give it a try.
try to become a hero, etc."

Go the Green Beret route and

But I went through

went through the Airborne training, which was at
a heavy thing.

It didn't bother my respiratory in

ons

illnesses, etc.
While I was in Vietnam -- I was there 10 months out of
12 month tour -- at one time during that period, I was sent
camp for a week with a respiratory infection.
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At that time we didn't have the Vet Centers, wed
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Veterans of America, and the only correspondence I had with them
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type of thing.
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I am allergic to anything cold."
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over it with him and I asked him, and I noted
he was given a good examination.
The following week, Mr. Moreno was

a re

the same, but I was unable to attend the examination

th

accompany him to the V.A. facility, and so he was
on

s own to

11 out the application.

Which I fee

would probably have been very vague and therefore

s

would not be adequate, or what I feel, you know, as he des
me, was adequate.
So that's one point.

We need ... we need some sort

pressure put on to these people there, that this is

's

That they shouldn't take the position that "Well, you know

to prove to us before we do anything."

That's wrong.

I

deserves this attention, it's certainly the veterans
defense of this country, regardless if there was a
home or not.

We went to serve, and we served.

And of

walking this land, I believe the veterans certainly
that, you know, respect for the health care that he de
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sis

s

earlier that he was denied treatment
1

Okay, well, let me change it

ce-connected

sabilit

s,

because they would not acknowledge the
to that service-connected injury.

That

in and around about his back, okay,
ce-connected for was the scars.

But it's

if the man's been wounded back there,
that have developed since.

Now what the

tors thinking when they see people like that?
answer that.

I

I've only been an employee for

, well, the last year and a half.

And I tell you,

of ulcers working there.
the State can do to intervene and assist
treatment at the V.A. facilities, because that's
we can go with -- for treatment.

But

out the feasibility of opening up clinics,
tnam veterans,

I

think you'd find a great

out what type of services they would receive.
turned off.

I find it very difficult

known to go into the V.A. and argue with
ents know that.

But I'm only one person and

world on my shoulders, and I understand
of the Vietnam war, I understand that
those people that died.

And to those

ng.
is I can offer you, but certainly I'll
scuss with any of the Assembly people that
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one guy I ever
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shutting any ...

f
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1
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I

down, or to slow

we have a 1
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Lozonne.

. GARY
I

LOZONNE:
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I'm a veteran
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it looked l
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For

last 12
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years ago I went
my back.

s
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I don't

or

what it is that's bothering me.

's ever come of
s

to

You go to

you on.

I

fill it out to

VA

d the man
my
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the

out-- I've

I

go
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to
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age.

e he had to,

One's j

I
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want to build

economy
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to ca
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me a

I
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t
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the buck.

t, or what
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n

a government
5

how

i
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The doctor says,

a

s

p
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to listen.

So
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extra tour,

I

out
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lowns

but
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s

and excuse
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clowns, and
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11¢ to go to s

to
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State of Californ
State
and dol
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I

from 1
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for my
1 I

I

s

had to get out,
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my

turn around

I

and I

blown-off leg, or half your
about
e

don'

all's he is is a slob.
but there are tho us
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where
don'
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11 is everybody else?
if you make a

s
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a
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And
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come down
to

r

you call
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E
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1.

e

1'
can

to go somewhere where we

is

we want to

got it, my

t

is a f

All's he
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over

at the poor sap -- 38

care
ts a

years
Congress
I

that says he was a

star up
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ars later?

of Honor.

government's s

better

This

up off .•. because we're not

going to last at all, because it's not just me -- there's millions
of us that re
If

this same pos

We're getting tired of it.

take care

own people, how in the hell are

?

we going to goddamn
and you

You're going to ask my son to go to war,

take care of

ther?

After the war?

You know -- "Go

fight, go

, and I

And I

of people
career.

to

t

not a war-monger,

I

everybody;

etnam s

at

I

also helped, too.

after I was

extra tours over there so that a
Because that was my job.
I did a job.

I

I chose my

didn't kill

But it don't do no good when

tell
11 and s

says you can
it?
go
Stress?
you just want
that

a

You know
turn

Stress is the point where

every damn -- anybody -- away

law
see a

stress is?

anybody
t

a uniform on.

Everytime I see

that's what you call stress,

is the
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told me
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more
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you're ever
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United States.

more

, and I know a
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's all.
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s
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President of

need to know, you

If you don't

to know
's about
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and do
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a government
all these

to

care of us.

le, and they turn around and it's

to do next?
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le are

s

We're
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same

a

to die, and

are that far, that far, and I

here
s

That's why we

people to

Innocent
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e

Go up on a hills
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fle and start

t

disgusted with this situat

forty-one years old -- I'm ge
What're you
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s government

t

away from just going out and just
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Because when I come off the

1 we get what we want.
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My

Because I'm a Vietnam veteran
I had a bunch of col
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s
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e
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s
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cutting
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No, he s not.
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tnam veterans'

own

a damn about us.
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States better.
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?
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It's for the
He s
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Are you doing

a lot
now

a

to other friends that got jobs and

does $2 and some

that's no
board.

Talk

Well, Ronald Reagan say you 1

tter
f

I didn't vote

ago, you're going to be
1

you

I'm just

in his trick sack.

we re

veteran

They're

turns me off.

Ronald

He ain't

Oh no, we can

He don't

s

ch fans -- big

f

it cuts

1

It ain't going to be

rich self.

are now.
al

For his big

dollars in those profits
th h

out for

you

talking you want to cut

t, and what is he cutting for?

me

IS

But no, Ronald

ig ass over

poor man

and

Somewhere to

cents cut over a federal

11 --

ch people over their heads across
about across the board for
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veterans.

man

s
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f
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Tom
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House
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tnam

out
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s
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ustment on
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etnam Era
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lf because

s
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I
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came
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?
1

is

veteran.

little
t

,

f

ing else ..•

I

1

of

a

was just

to address another spectrum
elf, I have not addressed myself

or

Orange predicament.

witness

I

for
sure,

I

I did
ible

may even have been

shown in that thing today, I'm not
place.

I

ch
led "stress".

However, I've
on this, and

I've

sometime back in 1965, and is
been my struggle with my

s
up
I was

a family
of

However, at
litary honor school
a

s

I

ce called Vietnam

so

and become a jet pilot 1
I wanted
choice

i

to go to Vietnam.

It was a

headmaster, the commander of

ision.

our s
we

i

ll remember

't
l

States
events ••• !
the
t

sent

f

back to

When I came back

to

was

a state
was

then sent

tour.

and
I was

to

the

a
ear

t

e

s
we are

en

s man who
ition
we were
II

were
I
I'd
And I

l

matter of record.
know one thing.

--

I'm

le well-known:

1 any winter at Val

would

1

se

Because
s

was a
want
some

for

reasons.

se i

But I think

was

, as that war escalated
, too.

But it was a

It was a psycho
war

to.

And if there was ever an

sm or the enemy of
of

United

through the most torturous
our gene

I have to s1

And it

and have to worry about "how am
, "do I have

get

I

Can I eat ..

sit here today?"

gas to

You know, "What am I

are we going to do this, just to
I II

come
12 years
s

11

it was the Vietnam veteran
United States.

s

s

And this is the first
has ever

--

that I've ever

you could come in and speak about
3

an

tation

to

I

rece

ever

so -there was
because I won'
was
school, to f
I

it is now,
went to go
to
One credit!
've got

1

at Vassar
Col
Award

me.

Do

voc

se V.A.
les
to
state

be
ta

a
to be

beaten.
s

maximum!
up to

me

s

thermometer."

thermometer.

I don't want you putting

"Well, then open your mouth."

.

I

And she says, "That's all

I II

have it!

And then what did they

all my clothes.

a cell.

They put me

s cold, and I'm scared to death and
Veterans Administration hospital.
there.

I've never taken them out

to examine them and examine my DD 214,
earance!

I think I was a good soldier!

you where they sent me.

I s·a t there.

this cell they had me in.
s came in, with hats on.

The door

They took me

took me up to some -- to some
country where this cigar-smoking j
assault!

You're going to prison

You know where they put me?

They

had the Son of Sam and all the res
e's hearts out and all this kind of

-- for 90 god damn
court -- the most ridi

they put me!
me back to a
li

You know, I mean, for all the

.A. hospitals, for all the times they
I

t somebody-- with my fists!

continues.
country!
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That's

It continues on.

Off to Sweden.

Off to

And I

Ams

away

to

al

r

, to

s

and against
too

s who

we were

problems

your

"Oh, what

did you

want

around and so
a beer and

to

t

to sit

a

ve done

us

s t

than just have
li

just enj

had any time to enjoy

li

talking about "

II

mean, we haven't

I think it's about time -- I'm
maybe the d

out and

should come
The

look

tionary

has become
I

ve

s here.

I'm

m not

everything

can

up here and

because I

It Is

s.

clear.
veterans'

mean, it's

We can

just
I

agency that

we can

is

ane'

t

cer

We're

I'm speaking

And

I'm

a

complete

mak
abs

so forth,

I

else,

but I

weren t a bunch

too
we were needed.

of s

We were there
as

map!

i

And we were
t

to

were there!

you know --

wasn't

has

or has been

this country that turned their backs on us
we came back here and did every possible
an,

amount of dignity and the amount of
maintained, themselves -- I mean, to
Some people were brought up to be
, nurses, doctors and there's also

a

's taken for granted.

is
that

day and age.

It's something that

And that's the military.

And

that was there and I considered it an honor to be
tates Armed Forces because that's the way I looked at
was trained in my youth.

And I looked at it

more noble aspirations.
seemed

The'words that

, the things that seem to have been forgotten
were sneered at.

When last fourth

who works in the Vet Center in
put a flag out."
out

You know what he said?

They'll smash our windows."

An

Center --we couldn't even have it because
was going to smash our goddamn windows!
done to us?

How emasculating has this

the hell have they done to the United States
etnam veteran?

It is something that is

it's like that war did not end -- when?
t was.

I was in Central Park when Joan Baez

, and then Paul Simon was there, and I

f

And other Vietnam veterans were there
because

geez, this might be the big celebration for
c

about us?
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Oh no, they didn't care

and

ay,
that

mean

a

1
I

jus

Because

1

to come

1

1 it

've

I

it

I mean,

FLOYD:

Jess Ramirez.

MR. WILLIAM KENNEDY:
of the
had a lot

z!
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was

I

I

I
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I
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?
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I
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was screwed
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it all.
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I
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guard in water up to my h
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and I was really freaked out.

hell
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I didn t know what the

So he told me that the battal
if you had a trigger f
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, you were to s

He told me that I could care for my
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the

federal
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e
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a Naval
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1
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I

no
I

anymore.
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m telling

Feel what
I

s
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s moment
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f

I saw

He's

a
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means a lot

e
when it's
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treason
this
be sitting

Auqust
and

grassroots

all

of

1

be.
Stockmans

ed

't

twe
have any.
I

.A. because
I'll

don t

many Americans
I

al

BYRON BLAIR:
from

Well, to start

I

m

ia.
1

it down a

11 you?

le

I'm a

MR. BLAIR:
near

sergeant;

a

a

r Force.

I've

•

wars;

commander

ce

Amer

I'm a member of the

Veterans

usually have

who and

of Barstow a

ago whi

Desert,

ly

across the Mojave
s everyday.

ck Brazf
Larry and

Cue lar

were marching
ave Desert -- nearly

zona and across

s across mountains and

a thousand
order to

ze and

serts of our state -- in

the word that our
were remiss

Veterans

the

men,

salute these
late 20's

and bel

they are

and the
ons to the

obl

Era veterans.

ly to

veterans

Santa Fe,

chael Chavez

z from Bluewater, New

from Santa Fe across

to

1

etnam veterans I met outside

been

co.

from

se issues, I

they were

ld and P

They are

of
them

I get into anything on

give the names and addresses of six

and Gene

stow .

a

I work
Be

for the

I'm a past

Desert Veterans Council and a DVOP, so

if I speak of veterans, I

to me.

pull

ear

1

I

30's and

me, anybody that s under 45 is a young man

I salute them because they believe enough
veteran, to make this
Now I've got 15 copies of
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their cause,

lgr
s, so I'm not

to go

us
we can

to

appear

You
as outlined
my boss,

by

John

Mr.

the meeting,

we
disabled veterans
have just
I also gave

s

veterans.

We

test -- and
you have

an
test,

there

be at

points.
and

we

We know

we
that

Consti

the

to anybody.

We

't come

and
and

else,
was the

case, I'd probably lose my job.

But I'm probably as good a DVOP as

any of them because I know the in's and out's and how to get them
help in

areas, and how to get them into

and steer 'em, get them into the Vet Centers.

education,
I do that.

I refer

them to the Vet Centers, store-front centers, or what you want to
call them.
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

•

Well, these are the restrictions we have

and it's frustrating as hell.
MR. BLAIR:

And I, you know, but ... I}m one guy .

That's true.

CHAiffi1AN FLOYD:

And that's ... that's sort of a problem.

One of the statements they're making, you know, who's going to do
something?

Whoever does anything?
MR. BLAIR:

You know ...

Well, I have a hell of a lot more rapport with

the veterans that come in ...
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
is going to he

the situation are the myriad of veterans, and the

families of veterans.
veterans there.
up there.

I can't emphasize too much -- but whoever

I'm sitting in a Legislature with damn few

I've got all the David Stockman types I can stand

You know?

Because goddamn it, somebody's got to register

and vote and get out and let's send us some help up there!

Now

you know ...
MR. BLAIR:
today,

Well, I've heard some pretty good speakers

we should get some of them ... to run ...
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

I have, too, and all I'm saying is, you

know, at those Vet Centers, at those DVOP centers, everybody you
talk to.

We've made registering to vote very simple in this state.

There's postcards.

Damn it, that's the system.

Don't give me this

jazz about not belonging to the Establishment and that, because
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every

you give three cents tax to this

Estab

a membership.
who

And of all the

membership

and all I can

it together.

are veterans,

Let's look at these

candidates who

fice.

take all

I mean, you know, you gentlemen can

f

make any

's fine.

But I'm one
bill.

So

That's where it is.

I paid mine.

And I'll

I'm there.

I need 53 others to pass the damn
what you help yourself.

can

I

the game

is

The name of

register, to vote, and take it over, and

damn it,

s state to take it over.
We're

I want

hearings.

have

I want it to be open.

tatement.
you get a chance to have a hearing

MR.
the

se there are other people wanting to

CHAI
hear.
MR.
probably 15%

know if you're aware or not, there's
rom San Bernardino County that live up
side of the mountains.

in the

up there with a hearing.

of

good

you.

CHAI

. want?

Thomas N.
SUSAN
CHAI
MR.

George Guzman.

ay.

I've got a

Man signed in as Thomas N.

was Niehoff.

He spoke earlier.

Rufus Jenkins.

I'm glad to be here, I'm Rufus Jenkins.
for the service in 1967 and

I joined
(Inaudible)

That's a pretty

went to Vietnam the 25th (Inaudible),
86 -

14th Infantry, stayed there fourteen
And the thing is, it's 1
You know, once you're out there
over the country, it's not just in one p
you sleep

••• you sleep in the f

the creeks and everything, you're
on you everyday.

And ever since I've

been back, I never have been the same.

'm

I m s

still not here, because my mind is still over

When I

I went over there, I did my work well in
extremely well.

,

when
I

served

When I got back here

a general discharge, I was unfit.

me

So I went

psychiatrist and everything and she said well

th the
I

was f

when I went over there, what happened to me
And the only time ever since I've
ust

have just been out in the street without a
putting me down, and all it is, just, just
don't know what to do.
no reason.

I

People have got

When you're out there trying to
know,

and when they're going to do something
that's bad when you're not able to live.
The point is, you know, not on
other vet.

They all -- I mean, we all are

every
you

know, there's so much trouble for everyone ...
your debt when you work and they say you're
you off, or kick you out of the job.
you know.

You have

So it just, you know, it's just

You have no place to live, and all the -- no
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kick

le.

have

1 it,

out

to
It • s just like

th

t

was all
they're
an

s
f.

a

s that

And

won't

start

e
t

every record I saved.

I served extreme

wel

Everything I did was marked excellent.
MIKE LEAVECK:

So what

me?

There's one

to count it among one of the small things that
Legislature in the last year, is there are
be six offices around the state that are now
funding, and they're Vietnam vets helping

sted

that it be done through community-based
helping people with less than honorab

s,

wrongly and unj1stifiably to get those upgraded.
would recommend that you look into
Forum Project.

'em

In

s area I

East

Run by ...

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

Better than

Meet

we re

here.
MR. JENKINS:

Because you know,

know,

like he said the V .... I don't trust the V.A.
don't trust this V.A. because I know

won'

out

there.
CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

Well Mike is the

He's a Vietnam vet and he's got his shit

sort of

and let's get, get a look at that discharge
first step.

because

So, don't go before we leave here

back

and getting together, okay?
MR. JENKINS:

All right.

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:

Appreciate

Thank you.

Mr. Kenne

Brooks
Ken?

Director of Veterans Counseling and Guidance

Samuel

Romero.
MR. SAMUEL ROMERO:

I want to
- 189 -

to make

as short

Just
want

re

re
a -

-- I'm not

s

th forms,

s

out.

I

Really.
would've

eve ...

veteran?

When

ss

good
1

to

see
s

fancy Cadillac;

when I listen to

news

housing out there -- I am the
your

f

, if you recall

CHAIRMAN FLOYD:
MR. ROMERO:

Yes.

I'm still in

s

s

beginning to look around me and say, "
damn."

s a

So I can understand sometimes when a

out, and does something.

I don't condone i

s
.

what's happening.
But very important of all, you
these doctors, all these top-notch

al

se Ph.

ss

to know so much about us without them being

you

out from them where the hell they get the s

c

the rear.

That is one thing that for 15 years I've been
because I never saw the rear.
no rear.

's, all

out

I never saw

I'd like to have you sitting at a

of an air base in Da Nang, but you lie where
was no rear.
When I came back home, I had pr
Wayne.

sed

I believed in this land and Peter Pan

me, I went into this naive as all hell.
the streets of San Francisco.

John
Be

I

I'm going, "Wow

Is that what I'm supposed to be?

?

You see?

to

ever defuse me.
And I am Puerto Rican.

zen.

I am an

shame whatsoever,

for my country, and I feel very strong
and thanks for the help from my brothers, my
it's time that this country does someth
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for me

that

there

ct

s?

are

I'm

f

me

to
have

em ...
Brook

omebody

hear

was.

are

lled

at

s
and

